Abstract-On the basis of a distinction between error and mistake, the linguistic mistakes/errors made by the students together with their causes are analyzed. The attitude which the teacher should have toward the linguistic mistakes/errors made by the students are explored. It is suggested that in English teaching, especially in oral English teaching practice, the teacher is supposed to take a correct attitude toward students' linguistic mistakes/errors. The teacher can use the heuristic or guiding method to help students correct their mistakes/errors. The teacher should try their best to avoid pointing out mistakes/errors directly. In non-oral English communication, the teacher is expected to deal with students' mistakes/errors very seriously.
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